Statement from Canongate Books

Canongate Books confirmed today, 21 September 2011, that it will publish Julian Assange: The Unauthorised Autobiography
tomorrow. The publisher issued the following statement:
“On 20 December 2010, Julian Assange signed a contract with Canongate Books to write a book – part memoir, part manifesto –
for publication in 2011.
At the time, Julian said,
‘I hope this book will become one of the unifying documents of our generation. In this highly personal work, I explain our global
struggle to force a new relationship between the people and their governments.’
Despite sitting for more than fifty hours of taped interviews and spending many late nights at Ellingham Hall in Norfolk (where he
was living under house arrest) discussing his life and the work of WikiLeaks with the writer he had enlisted to help him, Julian
became increasingly troubled by the thought of publishing an autobiography. After reading the first draft of the book that was
delivered at the end of March, Julian declared, ‘All memoir is prostitution’.
On 7 June 2011, with 38 publishing houses around the world committed to releasing the book, Julian told us he wanted to cancel
his contract. However, he had already signed his advance over to his lawyers to settle his legal bills.
We have decided to honour that contract and to publish.
contract and pay Julian royalties.

Once the advance has been earned out, we will continue to honour the

We disagree with Julian’s assessment of the book. We believe it explains both the man and his work, underlining his commitment
to the truth. Julian always claimed the book was well written; we agree, and this has encouraged us to make the book available to
readers.
We will publish the unauthorised first draft which was delivered to us in March. It fulfils the promise of the original book proposal
and is, like its author, passionate, provocative and opinionated. We are proud to publish it.”
I. ends –
For more information, please contact Liz Sich at Colman Getty on
+44 (0)207 631 2666/mobile +44 (0)7956 612380; liz@colmangetty.co.uk

